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were looked at from the point of view of the East or the
West. The alliance of Japan with Great Britain and the
United States would connect in a friendly way the interests
of the East and the West, and would render unnecessary
the indefinite increase of armaments in the Pacific area. A
comparatively small international force, composed of repre-
sentatives of all the chief Powers interested in the Pacific
area, would be all that was necessary to police the waters
of the Pacific, and to carry out the decisions which were
arrived at by international agreement, The amount of inter-
ference in the internal affairs of the various countries con-
cerned should be the smallest possible, as they must to a
great extent be left to work out their own political and social
salvation. The precepts and examples of the great nations,
not their military and naval forces, should be the motive
power behind those in a more backward condition,

It may be thought that the ultimate destiny of North and
South America and Australasia is to form by themselves a
great federation, leaving Great Britain and Europe out of
account, but this would be a great misfortune. Not only
from an economic but much more from an intellectual and
spiritual point of view is intercourse and co-operation neces-
sary between the Old and New Worlds, as well as between
what are usually called the East and the West.

As conditions evolve, the economic position of the
European and American outposts in the Pacific area will
change, and their future will depend more on that position
than on any other consideration. For many generations
they may remain points of contact of the West with the Far
East, but only on condition that their responsible govern-
ments recognise their place in the evolution which is going
on, and allow them to become integral parts of the organism
which is being evolved.